Torah High School — San Diego
Navi 3 Honors
חמש מגילות — מגילת רות, שיר השירים, קהלת, איכה ואסתר
School Year: 2026–2027
Grade Level: High School — Honors
Teacher: Flora Brunswick
Meeting Schedule: Monday & Wednesday
Primary Language of Instruction: Hebrew, with English used as needed for clarification and academic discussion

1. Course Information
Course Title: Navi 3 Honors — The Five Megillot
Teacher: Flora Brunswick
School: Torah High School, San Diego
School Year: 2026–2027
Meeting Days: Monday and Wednesday
Primary Language: Hebrew

2. Course Description
Navi 3 Honors is an advanced study of the Five Megillot — חמש מגילות:
· מגילת רות
· שיר השירים
· קהלת
· איכה
· אסתר
The course emphasizes close reading of the Hebrew text, literary analysis, vocabulary development, historical and religious context, and the study of classical Jewish interpretation.
Students will examine how each מגילה addresses central themes such as חסד, אמונה, גאולה, אהבה, זהות, leadership, suffering, memory, and divine providence.
Particular emphasis will be placed on reading the Hebrew text independently, identifying literary devices, comparing interpretations, and supporting conclusions with textual evidence.

3. Goals & Standards
By the end of the course, students will be able to:
Hebrew Textual Skills
· Read and understand selected Hebrew passages independently.
· Translate and interpret biblical Hebrew.
· Identify significant vocabulary and grammatical structures.
· Analyze syntax, repetition, imagery, metaphor, and word choice.
· Use textual context to determine meaning.
Literary Analysis
Students will identify and analyze:
· Theme
· Symbolism
· Imagery
· Metaphor
· Irony
· Repetition
· Characterization
· Foreshadowing
· Structure
· Contrast
· Narrative perspective
Judaic Studies
Students will:
· Understand the religious significance of each Megillah.
· Examine traditional explanations for the inclusion of each Megillah in Tanach.
· Compare פשט with דרש.
· Study selected classical מפרשים.
· Explore the relationship between historical context and textual meaning.
· Recognize the connection between the Megillot and the Jewish calendar.
Critical Thinking
Students will:
· Formulate textual questions.
· Compare interpretations.
· Evaluate evidence.
· Participate in evidence-based discussion.
· Present independent interpretations.
· Make meaningful thematic connections among the Megillot.

4. Texts & Materials
Primary Text
· Hebrew texts of the Five Megillot
Supplemental Commentaries
Selected passages from:
· רש״י
· אבן עזרא
· רלב״ג
· מצודת דוד
· מצודת ציון
· מלבי״ם
· מדרשי חז״ל
· Other teacher-selected traditional sources
Student Materials
Students should bring:
· Tanach/Megillot
· Notebook or binder
· Hebrew dictionary when appropriate
· Teacher-provided handouts
· Writing materials
· School-approved digital device when requested

5. Course Content & Major Units
Unit I — מגילת רות
Major themes:
· חסד
· נאמנות
· משפחה
· גיור and identity
· Responsibility
· Redemption
· חסד של אמת
· The role of Boaz
· Naomi’s transformation
· Ruth’s development
· The connection between individual actions and national history
Students will examine how a seemingly small personal story becomes part of the larger story of מלכות בית דוד.

Unit II — שיר השירים
Major themes:
· אהבה
· Relationship
· Separation and reunion
· Symbolism
· Imagery
· The relationship between literal and allegorical interpretation
Students will examine traditional interpretations of שיר השירים and the concept of the relationship between הקב”ה ועם ישראל.
Literary analysis will include:
· Extended metaphor
· Symbolism
· Repetition
· Imagery
· Dialogue
· Setting

Unit III — קהלת
Major themes:
· Meaning and purpose
· Human mortality
· Time
· Wisdom
· Pleasure
· Work
· Wealth
· Justice
· The limitations of human understanding
· יראת שמים
Students will analyze the tension between statements concerning הבל and the concluding emphasis on responsibility and יראת האלוהים.

Unit IV — איכה
Major themes:
· חורבן
· Suffering
· Exile
· Memory
· Loss
· Responsibility
· Hope
Students will examine:
· The structure of the Megillah
· אקרוסטיכון
· Repetition
· Imagery
· Personification
· The movement between individual and communal suffering
The course will also consider the relationship between איכה and Tisha B’Av.

Unit V — אסתר
Major themes:
· Identity
· Courage
· Leadership
· Political power
· Hiddenness and divine providence
· Jewish survival
· Responsibility
· Reversal
Students will examine:
· Character development
· Irony
· Narrative structure
· Reversal
· Hidden identity
· The significance of the absence of an explicit mention of God’s name
· The relationship between individual choices and national redemption

6. Comparative Study of the Five Megillot
Students will complete comparative studies examining recurring themes across the Megillot.
Possible comparative themes include:
	Theme
	Megillot

	Identity
	Ruth, Esther

	Love & Relationship
	Ruth, Song of Songs

	Suffering
	Lamentations, Ecclesiastes

	Redemption
	Ruth, Esther

	Leadership
	Ruth, Esther

	Divine Providence
	Ruth, Esther, Ecclesiastes

	Memory
	Lamentations, Esther

	Human Responsibility
	Ruth, Ecclesiastes, Esther

	Relationship with God
	Song of Songs, Ecclesiastes, Lamentations



7. Major Projects & Assignments
Students may complete:
1. מגילה Close-Reading Project
Students select a passage and analyze:
· Vocabulary
· Structure
· Literary devices
· Theme
· Traditional interpretation
· Textual evidence
2. מפרשים Comparison
Students compare two traditional commentaries on a selected passage and explain the difference between their approaches.
3. Literary Analysis Essay
An honors-level essay analyzing a central theme or literary technique in one of the Megillot.
4. Comparative Megillot Project
Students compare the treatment of a common theme in at least two Megillot.
5. Oral Presentation
Students present an independent textual question and defend their interpretation using Hebrew textual evidence and traditional sources.
6. Final Synthesis Project
Students demonstrate how the five Megillot collectively address major questions concerning Jewish identity, faith, suffering, responsibility, and redemption.

8. Grading & Assessment
Suggested Grading Categories
	Category
	Percentage

	Tests & Quizzes
	25%

	Textual Analysis & Written Assignments
	20%

	Projects & Presentations
	20%

	Homework & Classwork
	15%

	Participation & Hebrew Discussion
	10%

	Final Examination/Final Project
	10%

	Total
	100%


Suggested Grading Scale
	Grade
	Percentage

	A
	90–100

	B
	80–89

	C
	70–79

	D
	60–69

	F
	Below 60


School-wide grading policies supersede this suggested scale where applicable.

9. Course Expectations
Attendance
Consistent attendance is essential because the course builds progressively on Hebrew vocabulary, textual analysis, and classroom discussion.
Students are responsible for obtaining missed work and completing assignments following an absence.
Participation
Students are expected to:
· Arrive prepared.
· Bring their text.
· Participate actively in Hebrew.
· Ask thoughtful questions.
· Engage respectfully in discussion.
· Contribute to chavruta and group work.
Homework
Homework may include:
· Reading
· Translation
· Vocabulary
· Textual questions
· Commentary
· Written analysis
· Preparation for assessments
Late & Make-Up Work
Late and make-up work will follow school policy. Students should communicate with the teacher regarding missed assignments or assessments.
Conduct
Students are expected to maintain:
· Respectful behavior
· Academic integrity
· Respect for classmates
· Respect for Tanach and Jewish texts
· Appropriate classroom technology use

10. Academic Integrity & AI
All work submitted must represent the student’s own intellectual effort.
Academic Integrity
Students may not:
· Copy another student’s work.
· Plagiarize.
· Submit another person’s work as their own.
· Use unauthorized assistance on assessments.
· Present information from outside sources without appropriate acknowledgment.
Appropriate Use of AI
AI tools may be used only when explicitly authorized by the teacher.
Permitted uses may include:
· Vocabulary practice
· Generating study questions
· Reviewing previously learned concepts
· Brainstorming, when authorized
· Language assistance
AI may not replace a student’s own reading and analysis of the Hebrew text.
Students may not submit AI-generated essays, textual analyses, translations, or answers as their own work when independent work is required.
When AI use is authorized, students may be required to disclose the tool and explain how it was used.

11. Student Support
Students are encouraged to seek assistance whenever they encounter difficulty with Hebrew language, textual interpretation, or course concepts.
Support may include:
· Individual teacher conferences
· Hebrew vocabulary review
· Additional translation practice
· Guided textual analysis
· Chavruta support
· Review sessions before tests
· Assistance with research and project preparation
Teacher: Flora Brunswick
Additional Help: By arrangement with the teacher and according to school scheduling.

12. Instructional Materials & Media
All supplemental materials will be selected according to Torah High School’s educational philosophy, school policies, and age-appropriate standards.
Literature, films, videos, websites, and other media must be appropriate for the students and receive required school approval before classroom use.

13. Course Philosophy
Navi 3 Honors is designed to move students beyond simply knowing the stories of the Five Megillot toward becoming independent readers and interpreters of Tanach.
Students will develop the ability to read the Hebrew text closely, ask sophisticated questions, evaluate traditional interpretations, recognize literary techniques, and articulate their own evidence-based conclusions.
The overarching goal is to help students appreciate the depth of תנ״ך as both a sacred text and a sophisticated literary and historical document, while strengthening their Hebrew language skills and connection to Jewish tradition.

